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HANGING HIGH: A car perches on (he end of a drawbridge Tuesday at St. 
Petersburg, Fla. Tuesday after four elderly Canadian women were trapped when 
the bridge went up as they were trying to cross. (AP Wirephoto) 


Crossing 
Bridge 
A Real 
Hangup 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. 


(AP) — When Clayton 
Gignac 
opened 
his 


drawbridge, he couldn't, 
figure out why the sailboat 
captain below him 
was 


frantically pointing lo Ihe 
sky — until he looked up 
and saw n car carrying 
four elderly women caught 
on an open edge of the 
span. 


Madeleine 
Dow, 
74, 


Norah 
Bennett, 
75, 


Margaret Strype, 77, and 
Olive M. Bomb, 78. four 
vacationing 
Canadians^ 


were perched 35 feet above 
Boca Ciega Bay in an 11- 
year-old borrowed car. 


The undercarriage of 


their car was snagged on 
the edge of the open, tilted 
bridge section. The front 
part of the car pointed 
downhill, the rear section 
projected over (he open 
water. 


For more than an hour, 


Ihe women passed the lime 
by looking at the view. 


The 
episode 
began 


Tuesday when Mrs. Dow 
drove her son's 1962 auto 
onto the Treasure Island 
Bridge. She said later she 


RESCUED: The four women in the car 
were 


stranded for more than an hour until they were 
rescued unhurt by a fire department "cherry " 
picker unit (AP Wirephoto) 


didn't hear Ihe warning 
bells or see Ihe gates come- 
down behind the car as she 
headed 
across 
the 


drawspan. 


Witnesses 
said 
she 


backed up but was only 
about half way across (he 
dividing line when the 
bridge's two sections part- 
ed. 


Up, up the women rose, 


slowly and relentlessly. 


Bridge lender 
Gignac, 


meanwhile, spotted Ihe 
frantic boater and looked 
upward. 


"And (here," a shaken 


Gignac said later, "was the 
car." 


With the motor still 


running. 


While the ladies prayed 


and 
looked around, 
the 


seawalls 
collected 
an 


audience of hundreds, the 
hay below became clogged 
with boats, 13 emergency 
vehicles sped to Ihe scene, 
25 police and 
firemen 


converged on the bridge, 
and 
rush 
hour 
t r a f f i c 


(Sec hack page, col. H) 


'ORDEAL OVER: Two elderly Canadian women huddle on a "cherry picker" lift 
unit moments after they were rescued from their car atop open-bridge. In photo 
at right, ambulance crew takes away one of the four women, all of whom were 
reported unhurt. (AP Wirephoto) 


Badly-Wounded 
Senator Stennis 
Fights For Life 


Powerful Southern Leader Shot 


By Robbers In Washington 


WASHINGTON (API — Sen. 


John C. Slennis, a power in the 
Senate's Southern bloc and an 
iirdenl supporlcr of a sitting 
U.S. military, was in "very 
serious" condilinn today afler 
Kissinger 
Going 
To Hanoi 
For Talks 


WASHINGTON 
(A1 
3> 


Presidential assistant Henry A. 
Kissinger will visit Hanoi Feb. 
10-1 :i to discuss post-war 
relationships 
between 
the 


United States and 
North 


Vietnam, the White House 
announced today. 


The brief announcement was 


made simultaneously in Wash- 
ington and Hanoi and came 
foul' days alter the two coun- 
tries joined in signing an agree- 
mcnt to end the long and costly 
Vietnam war. 


The announcement, read to 


newsmen by White House press 
secretary Ronald L. /iegler, 
said. 


"The United States and (he 


Democratic Republic of Viet- 
nam have agreed that Dr. Hen- 
ry A. Kissinger, assistant to the 
President of the United States, 
will visit Hanoi from Feb. HM3, 
li>73. to discuss with the gov- 
ernment of (he Democratic Re- 
public of Vietnam the posl-war 
relationship between the I wo 
countries and other matters of 
mutual concern." 


A Kissinger visit to the North 


Vietnamese capital had been 
rumored since he and Hanoi 
Politburo member Le Due Tho 
initialed eight days ago the 
Vietnam peace agreement. Hut 
officials bad adopted a no-com- 
ment stance, apparently while 
working out details for the 
journey. 


A major item on Kissinger's 


agenda is certain to he replica- 
tions for war damage suffered 
bv 
N'oclh 
Vietnam- aid 


vaguely promised in (he peace 
agreement. 


Kissinger will be the first 


toplevel U.S. official to visit 
Hanoi during Ihe past decade 
while (he United States was 
involved in the war. 


being shot twice during a hold- 
up in front of his borne here. 


A spokesman at Walter Kced 


Army Medical Center said at (i 
a.m.. KST. today lhal chances 
were "guarded" thai the 71- 
year-old Mississippi Democrat 
would recover. Slennis is chair- 
man of (he Senate Armed -Serv- 
ices Commillee. 


However, the spokesman 


said Stennis was "conscious 
and resting comfortably." The 
next briefing on the senator's 
condition was scheduled for -1 
p.m., KST. 


Stennis underwent 6la hours 


of surgery Tuesday night and 
early today for bullet wounds in 
Ihe lower rib cage—the most 
serious wound—and in Ihe left 
thigh. 


Hospital spokesman Maj. 


Frank Garland said Stennis 
awoke 10 minutes after Ihe 
operation ended at :i:2l) a.m., 
KST. 


The senator's vilal signs-- 


head rale, pulse, blood pres- 
sure and respiration—were all 
described as "stable." 


Asked about Ihe length of the 


surgery. Maj. Garland said it 
was "consistent with the extent 
of Ihe wounds." 


The hospital's "very serious" 


classification 
is the most 


serious classification il lias. 


Slennis was shol at 7:40 p.m. 


Tuesday as he alighted from 
his car afler returning to his 
home Police were looking for 
Iwo black teen-agers in con- 
nection with Ihe shooting. 


One of the youths reportedly 


demanded money, saying "Get 
'em up." Slennis offered no re- 
sistance, according to ac- 
counts, lurning over his wallet 
and wrislwatch. 


"Now we're going to shoot 


yon anyway." the youths are 
quoted by Ihe senator as say- 
ing. The police version of what 


Ihe ymilh said was "We 
to shoot you anyway." 


'['wo 
shots 
were 
tired. 


Slennis. still conscious, slag- 
gered into his home and di- 
rected his wife to summon aid. 


Maj. Garland said at a bricl- 


ing following the surgery (hat 
Ihe most serious wound was 


(See hack page. sec. 1. col. ;i) 
.SK.VATOi: U'Ol'XmC]): Son. John Stennis. D-iYIiss., 
was shut and wounded Tuesday in front of his home, 
police said. l A P Win-photoi 


SHOOTING SCENIC: Sen. John C. Sletmis's car stands at the curl) in front of his home 
at lib'Ofl Cumberland Street in Washington today. Stennis was.shol outside of his home on 
Tuesday nighl when ho was robbed. (AP Win-photo* 
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EXPLAINS INJURIES: Maj. Frank Garland, spokesman for Walter Heed Army 
Medical Center at Washington, uses a chart of the human body to show newsmen the 
path of the bullet thatstruck Sen. John C'. Sti-nnis in the clu-sl. i AP Wirephoto) 


$2.4 Million Project Blocked 


Water Foes Succeed In Lincoln 


BY(;,VKHKTTI)p(iKAI-'l-' 


Staff Writer 


A petition drive lo block a 


$2.4 million extension of Lin- 
coln lownship's water system 
proposed by the township board 
has succeeded. 


Township officials reported 


last night (hat owners of over 29 
percent of land in the proposed 
water district signed petitions 
opposing the plan. Opposition 
of persons owning 20 percent of 
the district's some 2,300 acres 
was required for rejection. 


Officials said the water 


extension project could still be 
undertaken if a petition drive 
favoring the proposed program 
succeeded in securing the 
signatures of owners of 51 


percent of Ihe distcict's land 
area. Officials said Ihe counler 
petition drive would have to be 
mounted by district residents 
and not the township boacd, 


According to township Clerk 


Bcrnice Tretheway, owners of 
about 600 of the district's 2,292 
parcels signed petitions (o 
block the board's plan. 


Heading the petition drive 


against the board's plan was 
Reuben Newman of Newman 
Real Estate, Stcvensville. 


Newman stated this morning 


that "the people have voiced 
(heir opposition. The people 
should have right to voice their 
opinion." 


"I'm 
not against water," 


Newman added. "My point is to 


let the people decide if they 
want it." 


Under the township board's 


proposed plan, the water ex- 
tension 
would 
have 
been 


financed through creation of a 
Adrian Fire 
Contained 


ALWIAN, Mich. (AP) 
The 


entire 27-man Adrian Fire De- 
partment responded Tuesday 
nighl lo fight a fire which did 
extensive damage to a Kailway 
Expcess Agency building and 
threatened to ignite two rail- 
road cars containing volatile 
butane fuel. 


special assessment d i s t r i c t , 
with each parcel assessed SHIKI, 
according lo township officials 


Optional charges under Ihe 


plan w o u l d h a v e been 
an 


e s t i m a t e d $300 for lateral 
piping inslnllnlion. S200 hook-in 
fee and SHO meter charge. 


.Mrs. Trclheway said 
Ilic 


township board may call a 
meeting of persons interested 
in the water plan to assess 
support for the project. 


Uoth the clerk and Super- 


visor Krnest Hauch said they 
have had strong indications of 
support for (he program. 


llauch said he believed many 


people signed 
petitions op- 


posing 
Ihe 
plan 
without 


knowing the facts ahoul the 


cost "Vv'e have had rpiite a few- 
people ask (o have their names 
removed from petitions afler 
they got (he facts." 


The supervisor said the 


waler extension plan could be 
modified and resubmitlcd by 
dropping the Ridge road area 
from Iho district. He said Ihe 
area isn't as congested as olh- 
ers in (he district. 


llauch added, 
"We 
feel 


owners of over 70 percent of the 
land in Ihe district still want 
waler. The board would be 
derelict if il didn'l attempt to 
provide il." 


Buy,2 at '- price, get 3rd free. 
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No Pushover 


Nixon Offers An ' 
Impersonal Budget 


For the first 132 years of its national 


existence the United States raised and 
spent money as a collaborative effort 
between the While House and Congress. 


The facing power structures on Penn- 


sylvania Avenue bargained out the 
governmental's financial affairs on an 
item to item basis. 


World War I, at the time America's 


costliest and most complicated economic 
venture, demonstrated the need to un- 
snarl 
that rat's 
nest 
and 
in 
1921 


Congress, through the Budget and Ac- 
counting Act, cast upon Ihe President the 
assignment of preparing an annual 
budget, a projection of anticipated income 
and 
expenditure 
for 
the 
12 months 


following each July 1st. 


The statute required him to transmit 


this message to Congress on the first day 
of its opening session. The Act also 
created the General Accounting Office as 
a watchdog on how the Executive agen- 
cies spend their allocations and a Bureau 
of the Budget to professionalize 
the 


Presidential balance sheet. 


Though Congress held on to its political 


clout of pork 
bnrrei legislation 
and 


refused to accord the President an item 
veto on appropriations, the 1921 Act has 
for most purposes given the President the 
extra Constitutional prerogative as the 
nation's head money man. 


In the past two to three decades 


following 
World War II, his budget 


message has been more meaningful than 
his State of the Union message, Only by 
assessing that voluminous tome can one 
really obtain a sighting on what the Chief 
Executive thinks the nation's course 
should be. 


Two days ago Nixon made his budget 


message the State of the Union message. 


If his Congressional opposition 
sub- 


merges its members tendency to indulge 
in solo oratorical flights, the Battle of the 
Budget will replace VietNam as the latest 
war front. 


Nixon is emphasizing.the need to hold 


taxes at the present level and although he 
budgets fiscal 1974 at $19 billion above the 
'73 projection of almost $250 billion, 
Congressional liberals view 
it as 


Trade 
Concern 


In the first of what is expected to 


become a series of talks between the 
United Slates and Europe, Britain's 
Prime Minister Edward Heath will make 
his way to Washington tomorrow for trade 
talks with the President. The fear is 
growing in Europe that the United States 
is headed toward a protectionist stance in 
trade. 


Regardless of whether that view is 


justified at this time, it would nol be 
surprising if Congress passed new 
protectionist legislation this year, if for no 
other reason than the disastrous slide the 
nation's trade balance has been taking in 
recentyears. Lastyear's $(5.4 billion trade 
deficit was the worst in history. 


The United States has been trying to 


negotiate better treatment for American 
traders abroad. Some moderate 
suc- 


cesses have been achieved, but not 
enough to turn the trade results around. If 
Europe, Japan and other trading partners 
wish to prevent protectionist barriers 
from being erected at U.S. coastlines, 
they are going to have to lake the U.S. 
trade situation more seriously than (hey 
do. 
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downright penurious because it proposes 
to scuttle several projects which are 
better 
al 
making 
headlines 
than 


producing results. 


The Departments of Housing and Urban 


Development, and of Health, Education 
and Welfare are taking it on the chin. 
. 


The Office of Economic Opportunity is 


cancelled out. Model Cities closes up shop. 
Urban Renewal goes on tight rations. The 
impacted areas [special educational 
grants to communities adjacent to 
military 
bases and 
other large in- 


stallations) are no longer listed as being 
so special. Subsidizing 
hospital 
con- 


struction halts. 


Though Nixon proposes to float some of 


them along by additional revenue sharing 
with the local governments, these 
projects have been around long enough to 
attract a devoted following which will 
bitterly contest Nixon's radical surgery. 


Certain (o draw equally 
wrathful 


reaction is his plan to raise defense 
spending another $4 billion over its 1973 
level. 


The increase comes about from having 


to pay more money to volunteers than to 
draftees and the growing necessity to 
replace outdated equipment. The Navy 
particularly is falling behind the Russians 
in the quality of its ships and also its 
quantity. 


Other specific programs raised in 


Nixon's budget are research on en- 
vironmental questions, health and energy 
resources. 


For the most part, however, other 


phases in the government's wide ranging 
receive the same or lesser rations. 


One sacred cow likely to escape the 


slaughter house is the $225 million annual 
farm conservation program. There is a 
strong liberal and conservative yen to 
save this item come what may. 


Though Nixon proposes a budget out of 


balance by not quite $13 billion, the red ink 
proportionately will shrink to half what 
the '73 budget will show, assuming the 
private economy continues its upswinging 
ability to yield move revenue on tax rates 
which remain constant. 


Fundamentally, Nixon says two things 


in his budget message. 


Cut loose frbm the Great Society's 


boondoggles which as the reader in our 
area can see for himself are demon- 
strated failures. 


Further, bring federal spending back 


toward the pay as you go philosophy. 


Nixon correctly sees this course as the 


test cure for the inflalion which has th- 
warted the nation's true economic 
growth. 


He had a limited success during his first 


administration in slowing LBJ's free 
wheeling idea of spending a year ahead of 
the normal budget schedule. 


He begins his second term by seeking to 


halt it completely. 


This will burn a lot of toes here, there 


and elsewhere, bvit it will spare the tax- 
payer the singeing he's been getting for 
too many years. 


Bailing Out 
Venice 


Venice, the city of canals, is organizing 


to prevent a new distinction: the cily lost 
in a lagoon. 


For Venice is sinking, or the sea is 


rising. Whichever it is, floods and high 
waters have become a frequent an- 
noyance. 


So menacing that priceless art objects 


have been damaged and one-third of the 
population has moved away in Ihe last 20 
years. 


Rehabilitating the city is not an easy 


fask. In addition to the high waters, parts 
of the cily have sunk as a result of ground 
subsidence caused by 19,000 fresh water 
wells. Industrial wastes have turned the 
canals into ugly sewers and air pollution 
eats away at the ancient structures. 


The task of bringing Venice back to its 


former glory, or at least preventing it 
from disappearing into the sea, will be 
handled by a combine of 17 private and 
public organizations.That it means 
business is apparent from one of its first 
directives: those 19,000 wells all must be 
capped. 


Bailing out Venice will require one of 


the most extensive rehabilitation projects 
undertaken for a city its size anywhere 
in (he world. 


It's worth the effort. 


R0y Cromley 


Nixon 
Reshuffle 


Brutal, Bomblike Hf•ft 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


HKATIM.K/VSKK 


— 1 Yenr Ago — 


The Pipestone Industrial 


district in Benlon township got 
another tenant last week when 
Heath Co. of St. Joseph oc- 


cupied a "shell" huilding, 
constructed last year on a 
speculative 
basis, 
for 


warehouse purposes. 


Heath Co. announced it has 


leased 
the 
Star-Pearson 


huilding in the 522-acre 


duslrial 
district, 
OH 


Meadowhrook 
road 
near 


Dewey avenue. It will use the 
27,360 square foot building as 
•A?, active warehouse for staring 
electronic and mechanical kits, 


in- Tim building occupies a five- 


acre1 site. 


WASHINGTON (NKA) — 


President Nixon faces a 
morale 
problem 
of 
con- 


siderable magnitude. 


The unhappiness extends to 


loyal 
Republican 
Nixon 


hackers in the government: 


As one super-grade official 


put it (himself a dedicated 
Uepublican supporter for more 
than a quarter-century), "You 
iiol only must be loyal lo Nixon 
in this administration—but 
personally 
loyal 
lo 


(presidential 
aides) llalder- 


man and Krlichman loo—and 
that's loo much to ask." 


There is no doubt Mr. Nixon 


had a major loyalty problem 
his first Icrm as President, 
having kepi so many holdovers 
in high places. There was 
active sabotage of Nixon 
programs by high-level em- 
ployes, both within and without 
Ihe Civil Service. Mr. Nixon 
logically 
decided 
a 


houseclcaning was in-order. 


But what a disorganized 


housccleaning it has been. This 
is 
nol 
to 
question 
Ihe 


President's right to remove 
men at will from those high- 
ranking policy posts which 
influence Ihe effectiveness of 
While House policies. But there 
is a decent way to let men know 
(heir resignations are being 
accepted, and methods that 
add up lo a slap in the face. As 
one loyal administration man 
says the has been given a 
promotion in the second term 


and 
so has 
no personal 


hangup), in too may cases, men 
have been told (hey are no 
longer wanted in ways that 
have been cold and abrupt, the 
methods so callous as to 
disregard the dignity and self- 
respecl of the men involved. 


It must be emphasized lhat 


the above slatemenl comes 
from 
a man who strongly 


favors the Nixon domestic and 
foreign objectives and who is 
held personally in great esteem 
by the President himself. 


The normal approach to 


departmental reorganization is 
lo slarl with extended con- 
sultations with those men in 
whom you have confidence in 
the agency concerned. In 
some cases Ih6 President has 
followed lhat route (where Ihe 
incumbent agency head had 
Ihe clout to force consideration 
of his views). But in loo many 
instances (his consultation was 
lacking, The announcements 
came like bombshells. 


From the start, Mr. Nixon 


has found if most difficult lo 
altracl men and women of the 
highest caliber in the numbers 
needed to fill Ihe top jobs in 
government. Why this has been 
so is not entirely clear. But 
perhaps 
the unhappy ex- 


periences of some very capable 
men (who met Ihe three tesls of 
loyalty lo the 
President, 


Republicanism and ability) has 
made others leery of taking! 


• posts. 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


STUDSMARK 


IHUVINC SAl-'KH 


Kditor, 


In my last letter I discussed 


some facts and factors Dial 
were overlooked by you when 
you wrote your editorial sup- 
porting a ban on lire studs. 


Studs were developed in 


Sweden. They were 
first 


utilized in a favorite .Swedish 
winter sport, auto racing on 
frozen lakes. Soon the highway 
benefits were realized. By I'JOII 
studs were generally sold 
throughout the snow belt in the 
United States. 


When ;i rear wheel drive car 


is equipped with studs on the 
rear axle only a hazardous 
effect is found. Starting and 
acceleration 
is 
improved. 


However in braking Ihe (rout 
wheels will lock before the rear 
studs begin to be effectively 
utilized. A locked front wheel 
cannot steer, .so (he motorist 
cannot experience the full 
benefits of studs. 


The National Safety Council 


has (bund that a lire with HO 
studs has 
•)•> per cent boiler 


traclion on ice than regular 
tires. European standards call 
for one stud for each twenty 
pounds of car weight. This 
amounts to somewhat more 
than 170 studs for a car the 
weight of a Plymouth. A car 
with such (ires at all 
four 


wheels could experience as 
much as a 10(1 per cent traction 
improvement according lo the 
Louisville lesls. 


Present developments have 


led to studs lhat protrude less 
and have a more resilient 
mounting. As soon as present 
slocks of older studs 
are 


depleted Ihe new types will be 
universally used. The newer 
sluds give a sandpaper rather 
than an ice pick effect which 
minimizes road wear. 


Our legislators would do well 


lo weigh the safely advantages 
over 
road 
surface 
cosls. 


Perhaps i! would be wise lo 
impose a "road use" tax upon 
studs or Ihcir users to help 
defray some of Ihe alleged 
increased cosls. 


Michigan excels in winter 


sports. Winter (ourism from 
other stales is bound to suffer 
from H Michigan stud ban as it 
appears that no neighboring 
stales are planning a stud ban. 


Highways were intended lo 


move traffic. Tire sluds help do 
Ibis, If Ihe State of Michigan 
wants to prolect ils roads it 
should ban all traffic 
from 


Ihem. 


Paul K. Wilier 
Houlc 1, Box 312 
Kau Claire 


ALLEGAN DRAIN 


PflOJKCTOI'I'OSED 


Kdilor, 


Klcvcn months ago a project 


of drain-road was slarleri in 
Allcgan Coiinly; drains had lo 


be re-located in order to widen 
Ihe road; 
properly 
owners 


were tillimalely assessed 51 per 
cent of the project. Problem: 
People to be assessed had no 
knowledge of proposed project 
until after Ihe men started 
surveying; no 'petition for the 
drain work had been filed; no 
hearing was scheduled. A 
petition filed Ihe day after the 
work began contained two 
serious errors which later 
invalidated it. In the mean- 
time, the people opposing the 
project (Go per cent on one 
drain and 41 per cent on the 
other) filed such a petition; i( 
was ignored. A second set of 
petitions for the project failed 
lo carry 51 per cent of the 
acreage involved. 


In the meantime, serious 


errors were committed by the 
Drain Commissioner. We ap- 
proached the Probate Court for 
a board ol Iteview lo have 
this corrected. Judge Checvers 
explained why a Board he could 
appoint would be "cronies" of 
the Drain Comissioner and - 
inferred bias. This resulted in 
our decision lo not file appli- 
cation for such Board. 


We 
now 
have 
had 
an 


evaluation 
from 
an 
auditor 


from Ihe Lansing office of the 
Slate Treasurer and he advised 
the following: Ail cosls of Ihe 
firsl faulty proceedings should 
be charged to Ihe people filing 
the first petition inasmuch as 
Ihese. errors were brought (o 
Ihe attention of the Drain 
Commissioner prior to the 
involvement ot costs; the 
County 
Surveyor 
is 
not 


assessed; the Drain Com- 
missioner 
has erroneously 


assessed 
four 
pieces 
of 


property on a drain into which 
they do nol flow: Ihe Brain 
Commissioner forgot to assess 
four properties on one drain 
(one was nol included because 
"i( 
wouldn't he worth 
the 


bother"); one culvert was nol 
replaced; all easements must 
be registered. He also advised 
that Allegan County is legally 
obligated to- provide an un- 
biased Board of Review. We 
now have learned that our 
petition of 147 (opposition lo Ihe 
drain) meets Ihe requirements 
of 
Public 
Act 
188; 1954 


amendment. 


We have now unfortunately 


learned, also, that elected 
officials 
have 
no 
legal 


responsibility for their errors 
until errors have been proven 


(Secpage25, column I) 


(i-M KYKS BUSING 


DETROIT (AP) — General 


Motors and Detroit's bus sys- 
tem say they are talking about 
a plan to bus (5M employes 
from outlying areas into auto 
plants, with (1M paying 25 per 
cenl of the bill. 


YOTKUSUUI.K 


ONJUNIOUIIIGH 
— Ifl Years Ago — 


' Voters in the fast-growing 
Lakeshorc school district, 
center 
of a 
mushrooming 


building boom, will ballot Feb. 
18 on two propositions — one to 
build a new Junior high school 
and the second to continue a 2.5 
mill operating levy. 


The proposed r>ew junior high 


school is designed to meet the 
challenge of a rapidly 
ex- 


panding .school population and 
Ihe extension of Ihe operating, 
levy is sought lo continue the 
current educational program. 


. WIND HANQUKT 


MAItKS ANMVKKSAK V 


— 2!l Ycnm Ago—• 


Coincident with 'tonight's 


$l,t)00-per-plate 
war 
bond 


dinner at Ihe Hotel Whilcomb, 
falls the 10th anniversary of 
Leon .1. Harris' management of 
the hotel, to which he came 
Feb. 1, 1S34, from Chicago, as 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Harris 
family 
corporation 


which purchased the hotel 
which 
had 
then been 
in 


receivership. 


Mr. Harris estimates over 


Ihe period of the past decade 
lhat more than $250,000 has 
been 
invested in the holel 


through 
improvements, 


rehabilitation and replace- 
ments. Through his efforts, the 
hotel has gained 
national 


recognition as iin outstanding 
hostelry. 


PAYTAXKS 


— 39 Years AKO — 


Scores of St. Joseph property 


owners rushed to the St. Joseph 
cily hall to pay Iheir winter 
taxes before the deadline. 
Director 
of 
Finance 
Ira 


Wagner reported that the tax 
collections this year exceeded 
Ihe payments at this date last 
year. 


HOPKSSMAS1IKD 
— I!) Years Ago — 


Hope for Benton Harbor to 


have a new half-million dollar 
holel was blasted when the new 
structure came crashing down. 
Hundreds of Ions of "green" 
concrete, poured only a few 
days ago, 
crashed down, 


(earing a gaping hole in the 
west center of the structure. 
The southwest corner laler 
gave way and fell to ruins. 
Building 
experts 
put 
the 


damage conservatively at nol 
less than $100,01)0. • 


CUHItKNT ATTRACTION 


— 5!) Years AKO — 


The current attraction at the 


Oil dwell Ihealer is Blanche 
Bates in "Resurrection." Also 
shown here are Hawthorne's 
Minstrel Maids, and Rene 
Vedman, acrobatic dancing 
and singing. 


COMING DOWN 
-J.8H Years Ago— 


Commissioner James Early 


is cutting down the large locust 
Irces that have been standing 
on Broad street since almost 
the first settlement in SI. 
Joseph. 


And Now, Nixon affe 


Is All Alone 
** '' 


WASHINGTON — In 'a new 


and profound sense, President 
Richard Nixon is suddenly very 
jiuich alone. 


A monlh ago, there were 


• three men in this country who 
knew what it meant lo bear (he 
crushing responsibility and 
barren loneliness of Ihe White 
House.. Four years ago, there 
were four men who shared that 
bond. 


Now only Nixon knows. 
When Lyndon Johnson died, 


the ex-Presidents' club went 
out of business until 1977. 


President 
Nixon displayed 


rare public emotion last week 
during the funeral service for 
.the late President Johnson. 
Nixon's 
expression 
was 


strained throughout and as he 
walked up the church aisle 
behind the coffin he stumbled 
and put his hand briefly to' his 
forehead, as Ihough he were 
faint or distraught. 


President Nixon and Johnson 


were never intimate Iriends 
and (hey were once 
hitler 


political foes. Bui they un- 
derstood and respected each 
other in a way lhat is only 
possible through a common 
great experience. 


The perspective from 
Ihe 


Presidency 
is like no other. 


Both men had coped with Ihe 
agonizing decisions of a war 


they wanted to end. endured 
Ihe pain of public vilification, 
suffered the pressures of en- 
dless crises in which there were 
no blacks nor whiles but onlyi 
greys among which to choose< 


The human 
chain 
that 


represented the continuity of 
America)) 
government 
is 


broken. 
! 


1 Johnson also represented fop; 
Nixon a potential source pt 
support and guidance in lime of 
trouble. During his four years 
of retirement, Johnson con- 
versed frequenlly with Nixon 
on (he telephone. Their once- 
distant relationship had im- 
proved so much since 1968 that 
during his visit to the capital 
about 
a year ago Johnson 


accepted for Ihe firsl 
(ime 


Nixon's hospitable offer of the 
use 
of 
Blair House, 
Ihe 


Presidential guest 
mansion. 


Johnson adhered to a strict 


policy of never commenting 
publicly upon Nixon policy, lest 
he interfere and compound the 
President's problems. He made 
one exception, at Nixon's 
request. He issued a statement 
I wo years ago supporting the 
White House effort lo defeat a 
Congressional resolution for 
(he withdrawal of U.S. troop* 
from Europe. The White House 
won. 


Cft 111] I , Nit, I., 


"Would you be tttd-off 
if I plead quiltf, likt thost 


di;des in (he Watergate cose?" 
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Opinion Holds Action Came Too Late 


Judge Kills Cherry Tax Suit 


BY BRANDON BROWN 


Staff Writer 


A Berrien circuit judge's 


opinion lala Tuesday throws 
out of court a rural Benton 
Harbor cherry grower's suit 
aimed at knocking out Iho 
mandatory 
promotion 
lax 


against state cherry growers. 


Judge William S, White's 


eight-page opinion holds a suit 
by Grower Hoy Dukesherer is 
an appeal under the 1970 state 


adminislrative procedures act 
and should have been filed 
within BO days of a 1972 grower 
referendum instead of seven 
months later. 


Dukesherer's suit contested 


(he 1965 state marketing order 
enabling act under which 
Michigan cherry growers are 
taxed $2.50 a ton for cherry 
promotion; and contested the 
technical methods by 
which 


defendant 
B. 
Dale 
Ball, 


director of the Michigan 


BH Malleable 
Given Clean 
Air Deadline 


The Michigan Air Pollution Control commission Tuesday 


approved a voluntary agreement and schedule of compliance 
that call for Benton Harbor Malleable Idustries to install air 
pollution controls on cupolas at its plant, 171 Graham avenue 
by next Oct. 15. 


Approval came during a public hearing before the state 


commission in Lansing. The Oct. 15 deadline, set earlier, was 
unchanged. No citizens from the Benton Harbor area appeared 
before the commission during the hearing, it was reported. 


A commission spokesman said the hearing was heH 


primarily to enable the state to implement a new plan under 
the federal clean air act. 


Firms involved in pollution matters formerly entered what 


was called a "consent agreement." The term "voluntary 
agreement" now is 
used. The "voluntary agreement" >s 


substantially the same as the "consent agreement.it was 
reported, Benton Harbor Malleable Industries and the state 
commission formally signed the agreement, with the new 
terminology, Tuesday. 


A story on other Michigan firms appearing during Tuesday's 


public hearing appears on page 13. 
UCF Names 
1973 Leader 


Dr. Donald L. Robach has 


been named to serve as general 
chairman of the 1973 United 
Community Fund campaign. 


The appointment was an- 


nounced }oday by Robert L. 
Starks, UCF president, and 
Stewart E. (Jack) Trefry, 
chairman of the UCF campaign 
committee. 


Robach. 
manager 
of 


analytical and environmental 
research at the Elisha Gray II 
Research Center of Whirlpool 
Corp., was assistant chairman 
of the 
1972 UCF drive. As 


campaign chairman, 
he 


succeeds Roy Shoemaker, who 
is currently working with his 
campaign team to close out a 
UCF appeal that begin last 
September. 


The new campaign chairman 


is a veteran United Fund 
volunteer who will be working 
on his seventh straight UCB' 
drive. In addition to his post 
last year as assistant chair- 
man, Robach also has been a 
team vice-chairman, Industrial 
division .co-chairman 
and 


captain in charge of UCF 
solicitations at Whirlpool. 


Robach is a native of Grand 


Rapids. He is a graduate ol 
Aquinas College, received his 
master's 
degree 
from 


Michigan Slate University and 
in 
1959 earned a PhD 
in 


microbiology and public health 
from MSU. 


Robach 
has 
been 
with 


Department of Agriculture, 
acted to create the tax. 


The case did not involve a 


federal marketing order lhat 
also applies to the marketing of 
the cherry crop. The federal 
order provides*for the set-aside 
of a certain percentage of each 
grower's production in big crop 
years. 


The judge's opinion says if 


the suit had been filed within GO 
days of the March, 1972, grower 
referendum — instead of last 
October, when suit actually 
was 
filed—(he 
jud^-j would 


have voided the referendum. 
The opinion added Ihe judge 
then would have gone on to rule 
whether growers were entitled 
to cherry tax refunds and 
whether an older voluntary 
cherry tax would lake Ihe place 
of the mandatory 1972 lax, 


The judge's opinion Tuesday 


also dissolves a temporary 
injunction that restrained Hail 


from spending some of the 1972 
cherry tax, 


Dukesherer lost a similar 


suit in Berrien circuit court in 
1968 when the suit was declared 
moot because growers turned 
down the mandatory tax in a 
referendum. 


During oral argument before 


Judge White earlier this month, 
Dukesherer's counsel, Grand 
Rapids Ally. J.M. 
N'eath, 


abandoned the claim lhat Ball 
failed to follow the state ad- 
ministrative procedures act 
and asserted the suit was only 
a challenge of the marketing 
order enabling act 
con- 


stitutionality and therefore not 
filed too late. 


The judge wrote he was 


unimpressed by this change of 
argument and turned it down. 


"The 
court is not im- 


pressed," he wrote, "with 
plaintiffs' ninth hour decision 
lo attempt to alter Ihe entire 


nature of their complaint, now 
admitting complete procedural 
regularity of defendant Ball 
where procedural irregularity 
had, 
by 
complaint 
and 


argument, been adamantly 
asserted, and now attempting 
lo 'boot strap' themselves 
seeking 
discretionary 


declaratory relief claiming 
unconstitutionality under 
various penumbras of the 
Michigan and United States 
Constitution." 


Court review of marketing 


act constitutionality—the act 
under which Ihe cherry tax was 
created—is provided for in the 
administrative procedures act, 
but only if suit is filed within GO 
days of the act protested, Judge 
White wrote. 


Ally. Nealh said today he 


would 
recommend 
to 


Dukesherer that Judge White's 
ruling be appealed lo the 
Michigan court of appeals. 


LINCOLN PARKS COMMISSION: Lincoln township's newly crentcd parks com- 
mission mot for first time last night and elected temporary officers, Members, left to ' 
right, are, back row, Donald Myers, Jeffrey Foy (temporary chairman) ami Donald 
Mack, and, front row, David Ohman, Mrs. Lester Knickerbocker (temporary secretary) 
and Mrs. Peter Hoc. Commission set third Tuesday of each month for regular meeting. 
Township voters approved formation of commission in November election 
(Staff 


photo) 


Whirlpool since 1962 and was 
named to his present position in 
I9ii8. Previously, he was em- 
ployed by Armour and Co. in 
Chicago and Merck and Co. in 
Rahway, N.J. 


Besides his work with the 


United Fund, Robach is a 
member of the board of the 
Berrien County Red Cross, a 
UCF service. His other civic 
activities include posts as 
president of the North Lincoln 
Boys 
Baseball 
Club 
and 


secretary-treasurer 
of the 


Southwest Michigan Connie 
Mack League. He also is a 
member of the St. Joseph 
public schools advisory council 
and a past president of the Tri- 
Parish Religious Education 
Program. 


Robach's 
professional 


memberships 
include 
the 


American 
Society 
for 


Microbiology, 
American 


Association for Advancement 
of Science, Whirlpool branch of 
the 
Research 
Society of 


America and the Institute of 
Food Technologists. He also is 
a past chairman of,the Great 
Lakes section of IFT. 


Robach 
and 
his 
wife, 


Dorothy, are the parents of six 
children. The family lives at . 
1051 
Jean Ann drive, St. 


Joseph. 


More Stores 
For Plaza 
Intersection 


A small shopping center with up to eight stores including a 


major food and drug operation has been proposed for an 8',i 
acre site on the northwest corner of M-13'J and Napier avenue 
in lienton township. 


Announcement of the proposed shopping center was made in 


the October and January issues of Shopping Center World, a 
trade journal for the shopping center industry. 


The shopping center would be diagonally across from 


Fairplain Plaza. The developer is the Meyer C. Weiner Co. of 
Oakbrook, 111., and records show the property owners as B.J. 
Ochlaffen and others. 


Joshua Weiner, one of the principals in the Weiner Co., said 


the project is only in the predevelopment stage and as yet 
"involves nothing of a concrete nature." 


The company is talking to prospective tenants including 


local merchants and working on preliminary layouts of the 
center which would include major food and drug stores with as 
Werner. 


"The project has been off and on again for some lime, but 


currently is more on lhan off," Weinnr said. 


The Weiner Co. is a family company of independent 


developers with 42commercial properties in Michigan, Illinois 
and Indiana, Weiner said. About two-thirds of these are in 
Michigan including a shopping center in Muskegon and two in 
the works in Ann Arbor and Kalamazoo. 
SJ Man's Brother 
Is On POW List 


Shannon 
Mudison, 
.2900 


Morton avenue, St. Joseph, has 
received word that his brother, 
Air Force Major Thomas M. 
Madison, ,is on the list of 
Prisoners 
of 
Wnr 
being 


returned 
lr> this country by 


North Vietnam. 


Jet pilot Mndison, 42, was 


downed over Vietnam in 19(17 


shortly alter 
arriving 
in 


Indochina for combat duty. He 
had spent 
several 
weeks 


visiting his brother here just 
prior la going overseas. 


A career Air Force officer, 


Major Madison has a wife and 
son, 15. The family's home is 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


VICTIM OF WEATHER: Graded Jand for construction 
of divided M-139 in Benton township looks nearly un- 
changed from last September, when work began. After 
fast start, rain throughout October and rain and snow in 
November, stalled construction. John G. Yerington 
Concrete Co., builder of $988,247 project, is reported 
still waiting for ground conditions to firm up. View of 


graded area is from present M-139 near Ox creek, 
between Empire and Britain avenues. Graded area will 
be new northbound route. Benton Harbor's Buss avenue 
public housing project is at extreme top. Two housing 
units were torn down last fall for project. (Aerial photo 
by Adolph Hann) 


Meeting Set With Real Estate Agents 


BH Seeks Views On New Laws 


DR. DONALD L. ROBACH 


BY RALPH l.UTZ 


Staff Writer . 


Members of the 
Benton 


Harbor city commission will 
meet informally at 4 p.m. 
Thursday, lo get ideas and 
opinions from real estate 
agents and others who are 
interested 
in two proposed 


ordinances. 


The meeting in city commis- 


sion chambers of city hall will 
deal with home purchase 
disclosure and elimination of- 
real estate signs from private 


property proposals. The pur- 
pose is to give commissioners 
added information, 
before 


formal action is taken on the 
proposed ordinances. 


A cross section of real estate 


agents active in the area will be 
invited, but anyone may at- 
tend, it was reported. 


A home purchase disclosure 


ordinance would require the 
owner of a house IP list defects 
in the building before selling it. 


In another informal meeting, 


not yet scheduled but expected 
to be field later this week, 
commissioners will meet with 
Action ambulance officials. 


Commissioner 
Edward 


Merrill said the purpose is to 
get information, before acting 
on a request by the newly-' 
formed Rampart ambulance 
firm for a permit to operate 
'inside the city. 


Merrill said Action will be, 


asked to report on the number 
of ambulance runs in the city 
last year. He also said there are 


financial aspects to be conside- 
red. The cily helps subsidize 
Action. Merrill said Action is 
working 
out 
of 
difficult 


financial problems, and he 
doesn't know whal Ihe effect of 
a competitor would be on both 
firms, or if the city could afford 
to 
subsidize 
both 
firms. 


Rampart so far has not asked 
for subsidies but indicated it 
may do so later. 


Merrill heads the 
com- 


mission's public safety com- 


mittee which is planning 
recommendations 
on 
the 


Rampart request. He said 
Rampart officials would be 
heard later, if they request. 


The Rampart request for a 


permit has been before the city 
commission for two weeks. It 
has be'en referred lo committee 
each time the matter arose. 
The tabling vote last Monday 
was opposodby Commissioners 
Carl 
Brown and 
Charles 


Yarbrough, They indicated 
that free enterprise is ,at issue. 


Alert Motorist 
Thwarts Holdup 
With Auto Horn 


By SCOTT WILLIAMSON 


StaffWritcr 


Benton Harbor police reported a woman motorist th- 


warted a robbery yesterday by honking the car's horn to 
scare away a youth who was holding up a woman 
pedestrian. 


Police arrived immediately and apprehended a suspect 


Lodged in the county jail on a charge of armed rnbhcrv 
was Curtis Williams, Jr., 18, of INS Miljon street, Honton 
Harbor. 


Police identified the victim of the attempted robbery as 


Caroline Landrith, 27, temporarily of Mary's hotel in 
Benton Harbor. 


Her rescuer was identified only as Pat Cox, 25. 
Police said the robbery attempt occurred at 5:15 p.m. on 


Empire avenue near the railroad tracks between 
Pipestone street and M-139. 


Mrs. Undrith told officers .she and her son were 


walking on the street when a youth pulled a pistol and 
demanded money. She said she did not have any, at which 
point the suspect tried to steal a box of diapers from her 
son, and also attempted to snatch her purse. 


The man ran north on the railroad tracks when he heard 


the car horn, and was apprehended a short distance awav 
by police. 


Officers said a starter's pistol was found a short 


distance from where the suspect was arrested. 
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Volunteer Pals 
Are Needed For 
Berrien Proj ect 


It's Chance To Help 


Keep Someone 


Out Of Jail 


NOEI.NOGiiLK 


Chief Probation Officer 


1IY ALANAHKNJ) 


Stuff Writer 


There's nothing like having a 


friend during a tiine of need 
and 
ii new program being 


developed by Berrien Fifth 
District 
court's probation 


department hopefully will pro- 
vide that friend. 


The new program called 


"Adopt A Friend" is being 


Jay Holt Named 
'73 Blossomtime 
Concert Chief 


Walcrvliet resident Jay Holl, 


last 
year's 
Blossomtime 


1'residenl, 
will serve 
as 


chairman of (his year's concert 
committee, according to James 
Barricklow, 197:i Blossomtime 
president. 


The event will be Ihe seventh 


annual Blossomtime Concert. 
Past concerts have brought a 
host of headliners to Ihe area, 


.JAY HOLT 


Concert Chairman 


including At Hirt, Count Basic. 
The Knur Freshmen and .John 
Gary. 


For (lie past Iwo years Ihe 


concert has joined the boom in 
(he country and western field 
by. presenting artists Dotli 
West and Del Keeves. Holt 
indicated that the concert will 
stay in a similar vein (his year, 
with 
gold-record-producing 


Donna Fargo under strong 
consideration as one of the 
stars. 


Barricklow said "Holt brings 


a wealth- of practical ex- 
perience to the music selection 
committee, since he started 
working with 
Blossomtime 


activities way back in 195(5. fie 
knows what the people like to 
hear, too, since he chaired Ihe 
concert committee in 1970 and 
(hat was one of (he most suc- 
cessful, events ever." 


Holt, partner in Blossomland 


Window Sales 
in 
Benlon 


Harbor, has been a member of 
the Blossomlime board since 
19fi9. Besides past president 
and concert chairman, he has 
served as vice president of the 
annual event as well as parade 
chairman. 


This year's Blossomlime 


Concert is scheduled for May 3 
in Lakeshore High School 
auditorium. 


designed lo mnlch people on 
probation 
with 
a 
volunteer 


friend from his comimmily in 
an 
effort 
lo see 
(hat 
Ihe 


probationer gels bnck on Ihe 
right side of the law. 


Noel Noggle, chief probation 


officer, 
Fiflh District court, 


said the probation case load 
has tor the court's probation 
officers readied u point where 
il is impossible to spend Ihe 
limo necessary In help people 
on probation. 


"If these people don't receive 


the right advice and help they 
need, chances are they'll be 
back iti court in no time at all," 
Moggie said. 


The District court probation 


department has four full time 
probation 
officers, 
three 


working out of the Twin Cities 
;md one out of Niles. At present 
they're each handling between 
150 and 175 cases and the load 
reaches 200 apiece during the 
summer months. 


Volunteer friend programs in 


various probation departments 
Ihroughoul the slale have met 
with "good success" according 
to Noggle. He said Kalamazoo 
has a volunteer force of 500 
citizens, with a full professional 
executive staff, that has been 
operating for the past 10 years. 


"Offenders on probation 


often profit from contact with 
persons from the non-criminal 
elemenl of society," Nogglo 
slated. "This is a proven fact, it 
has worked in other counties 
and it can work here." 


He said the Fifth District 


court probation department 
lias been experimenting with 
volunteers for Ihe past two 
years in various capacities. He 
said the experiment has been 
on a limited basis, "maybe 10 
volunteers at the most" but the 
results have keen "gratifying." 


"Right now we could use 


about 100 volunteer friends in 
Ihe Twin Cities alone," he said. 
-"The only reward is in knowing 
you have helped someone go 
slraight." 


Noggle said Ihe probation 


department is looking for 
"everyday citizens" and Ihe 
only requirement needed is "a 
desire and the enthusiasm lo 
help." 


He said volunteers will be 


THK' LAST STOP: This is the 57lh Street Illinois Centra) and Gulf 
Railroad station where Iwo New Buffalo, Mich., high school students, 
Gene A. Robinson, 16, and Pierre F. I-yles, 16, were shot in Chicago 


Sunday night. Robinson died 10 hours after the shooting in a Chicago 
hospital. (AP Wirephotoj 


New Buffalo Boys 


Might Have Escaped 


FAMILY POKTKAIT: This is a picture of Robinson 
.family of Union Pier before gunshots struck down the 
hvo boys Sunday. Standing are Pierre F. Lyles, left, 
still hospitalized as result of shooting, and Gene (Tony) 
Robinson, with Mrs. Mary Robinson and two-year-old 
Kim. Robinson died of the wounds. 


interviewed and used in ureas 
of their slrcngth. There arc 
many areas under which a 
volunteer could serve, ac- 
cording lo Noble, who outlined 
a few. 


"Kricnds arc needed 
lo 


provide social 
inlegraling 


opportunities for probationers, 
lo coordinate job development 
programs, conduct counseling 
sessions, provide emergency 


GOOD CITIZENS: Three Southwestern 
Michigan 


college students receive "good citizenship" awards 
yesterday from state police for their roles in saving 
lives of elderly Ohio couple after couple's car was 
knocked into Eagle lake, Van Buren county,in three-car 
crash Sept. 22. Trio, passengers in one of cars, swam to 
the sinking car and rescued couple, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 


Koon.Piqua, Ohio. Lt. Dennis M. Payne, commander of 
state police post at Paw Paw, makes presentation to 
David E. Johnson, 19, Kalamazoo, Karlow Tutt, 18, 
Indianapolis, Ind., and Norm Barnes, 19, South Bend, 
Ind. All three are SMC freshmen. At left is Trooper 
John M. McKenzie, first officer on scene, who 
recommended men for citations. (Staff photo) 


transportation, or secretarial 
help, or just laking a new friend 
to a ball game or social event," 
Moggie said. 


He said each local com- 


munity in the county will have 
a volunteer frientl supervisor 
that will help other volunteers 
in mapping out their plans. 


Area citizens wishing to 


become a friend of a person in 
need, are urged to contact 
district court probation office 
in the Berrien County court- 
house in St. Joseph. 


Besi'dcs 
Ihe 
"Adopt 
a 


Friend" program, other new 
programs seeking volunteers 
are also being started in 
Herrien county in an effort lo 
reduce the re-arresf rate of 
those convicted of crimes. 


These 
programs 
were 


outlined Sunday, during the 
Human 
Relations 
Forum 


presenled at Ihe l'"irst Met- 
hodisl church in St. Joseph. 


Other 
programs 
being 


developed 
and 
seeking 


volunteers lo work wilh of- 
fenders on a one-to-one basis, 
arc: 
A 
pre-prosecution 


program. 
headed 
by 


Proseculor. Konald J. Taylor; 
an 
inmate 
rehabilitation 


program offering educational 
and vocalional opportunities, 
under Ihe direction of Gary 
Dasse; a program designed to 
aide inmates in adjusting lo life 
on Ihe onlside, headed by 
William Talbert, executive 
director of Ihe Twin Cities 
Opporlunily, 
Inc.; 
and 


programs in education, crisis 
intervention, rap sessions, and 
drug eradication, under the 
direction of Les 
Knicker- 


bocker, parole officer and 
acting board chairman of the 
county Drug Center. 


KY HAVK ANDREWS 


Staff Writer 


CHICAGO —- Gene Antonio 


Robinson, IB-year-old New 
Buffalo high school basketball 
and 
football star shot and 


wounded fatally in Chicago 
Sunday night, will be buried 
tomorrow. 


His cousin, Pierre F. Lyles, 


also 16, who was also wounded 
in the mysterious shooling, lies 
still in critical condition at 
Billings hospital. Both might 
have escaped, however, if they 
had 
reached 
a 
south 
side 


Chicago railroad station a few 
minutes earlier Sunday as 
planned. 


Robinson was shot 
three 


times in the head and Lyles hit 
twice in the warming house of 
Ihe Illinois Central 57th street 
station while waiting for a train 
to lake (hem back lo Union Pier 
where they lived wilh Robin- 
son's mother, Mrs. Mary 
Robinson, 10271 Smilh road. 


They had missed by a matter 


of minules the train Ihey had 
been scheduled to board, ac- 
cording to Lyles' step-father, 
Arthur 
Koby, 
5118 South 


Greenwood avenue, 
Chicago 


Chicago police said this 


morning that there were no 
new developments in 
their 


invesligalion. Lt. Waller Bosco 
said police have found only one 
witness who saw the boys alive 
before 
Ihey 
were 
found 


wounded in the slation 
by 


another commuter. 


Bosco said both young men 


had been shol in Ihe left side of 
their heads. A .25 caliber slug 
was recovered by doctors, he 
said, from Robinson's wounds. 


When found, Bosco said, one 


of Ihe boys was in a 
sitling 


posilion fin (he floor and Ihe 
other was lying nearby on Ihe 
floor of the warming house. 
There was no indication of a 
struggle. 


He said police have been 


unable lo find a reason for Ihe 
shootings. 


Neither have any members 


of Ihe family. 


"1 don't know what hap- 


pened," said Mrs. Robinson. "I 
can'l understand il." 


Mrs. Robinson said the boys 


had gone lo Chicago Saturday 
wilh her sisler, Mrs. Louvern 
Hoby, who had been in New 
Buffalo lasl Friday nighl lo 
watch them play basketball. 
They 
attended 
a 
party 


Saturday night, then Sunday 
afternoon went to a small 
dinner gathering at Ihe home of 
a grandmother of Robinson's 
girlfriend, Pamela Hawkins, 
.10, in south Chicago. 


Roby said the boys drove his 


wife's car to the dinner and that 
he and his wife drove to the 


station wilh their luggage when 
it became apparent thai the 
boys wouldn't have time to 
return for it and catch Ihe li:15 
train lo New Buffalo. 


But, he said, Ihey didn't get 


to (he s(a(ion in time. 


He said he and his wife 


returned home, then 
tried 


unsuccessfully lo reach Mrs. 
Robinson to lell her that the 
boys would be on a later Irain. 
they were informed that the 
boys had been shot about !) o'- 
clock, he said, by a Chicago 
police officer. 


He said the boys visited at his 


home often over weekends. 


The Robinson 
family had 


moved to Union Pier about 
seven years ago in an effort to 
avoid some of Ihe problems of 
Chicago's south side. Pierre 


Lyles had gone io live wilh (he 
Robinsons four years ago. 


Robinson's father was killed 


in 1971 in an automobile ac- 
cident near New Buffalo. 


Funeral services for Gene A. 


Robinson, will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday (C.S.T.) in Ihe Bethel 
A.M.12. church, Michigan City, 
Ind., 629 Michigan Blvd. The 
Rev. Robert Hearn will of- 
ficiate. Burial will be in Pine 
Grove cemelery, New Buffalo. 


He was born March 21, 1956, 


in Chicago, (he son of Sirs. 
Mary Robinson anct (he late 
Gene Robinson. 


Friends may call at (he 


church af'er 10 a.m. Thursday. 
The casket will be closed. 


The 
Robbins 
Brothers 


funeral home, Benlon Harbor, 
are in charge of arrangements. 


SNOWQUAKK: City Manager John Sullivan surveys a 
"snowquake" (deep crevice) that has occurred at 
Hancock's city dump. The depression is believed to 
have been caused by heat after new snow removed from 
city streets was placed 'on lop of old dumpings during 
warmer weather. The packed snow to right of Sullivan 
is more than 20 feet and increases to 70 feet as ground 
descends downward to Portage Lake. The upper peni- 
nsula's Copper Country has bad 143.6 inches of snbwfali 
this year, lagging behind 173.7 oa this date last year. 
(AP Wirephoto) 


